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FABIUS CinSTCTATOR.   SUMMEE, 217 B. C.

ROME was put in a .state of defense, and Fabius Maximus, wlio had "been
made dictator, at once went to work to repair the disaster. Servilius liad
transferred his army to Rome, and Fabius, after raising some fresh troops,
marched -out to meet Hannibal, who, when he reached Luceria, found the dicta-
tor's army at MQS&. The Romans were well supplied; Hannibal had to forage.
Fabius was cautious in all his movements ; kept in the hills where the enemy's
cavalry could not attack him, and harassed the Carthaginians with small-war.
This was just what gave Hannibal the greatest trouble. It deprived him of tho
possibility of winning victories. There was a great deal of opposition to Fa-
bius' policy, but he in no wise altered it. Finally, Hannibal was driven from
Apulia by sheer lack of an enemy to fight, and made his way to Campania, one
of the richest parts of Italy, hoping that dread lest he should devastate the
province would bring Fabius to battle. The dictator slowly followed, still keep-
ing on the defensive. Minucius and the army were anxious for battle; but
despite Hannibal's devastation Fabius refused to undertake the offensive.

FABIUS was a scion of one of the old aristocratic families.
He himself was of a moderate, wise and reasonable charac-
ter, and had already rendered excellent service in Roman,
wars. His intelligence was broad. He is said to have con-
formed to all the religious and formal rites of the state, less
because he believed in the Eoman gods than because he
deemed religious faith a necessary anchor of good govern-
ment. And knowing how powerfully superstition rules tlio
masses, he did not leave Home until the Sibylline Books had
been consulted. He was then ready to set out to face the
great Carthaginian.

Eome was quickly put in a state of defense, and sundry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